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KEMDj to the President 


Moocow, July 30, 1963. 


from Orvillo L. Freemen, Sec'y of Agriculture, ro Tour of Soviot Union 


Wo have just completed a 16 day tour- of the Soviet Onion. Wo visited state > 
and collective farms in 'widely differing aroaa, as well as research institutes and > 
plants for tho manufacture of farm machinery. I havo brought your greetings to 
groups of' farmers and workers on th©' average of 5 times a day. Radio coverage hag 
been goodj'and it Minck, last Sunday, I appeared for half en hour of tolcvisiaa 
discussion, in which X wan able to got in a plug for American agriculture and our 
system of private ownership and individual initiative, j 


, cpecialisto who aro with mo have probed deeply into thoir respective 

fields of economics, farm management, eoienco and research, public administration, ' 
politics, public information, and agricultural engineering. It has been ckhauatin^. 
but useful. 


I can make certain points by way of preliminary ©valuation, with a more 
complete ' report after wo conclude our trip. X will transmit, as soon no it can bo 
prepare^, a detailed report of th© two hour conference that our delegation hod 
with Chairman Khrushchov this noon. 

Politico and Propaganda 

We have had very cordial and friendly reception everywhere. I have ! 

p’roceeaed as I. would on a campaign tour, shaking holds, visiting and speaking at 
civcry opportunity, to each occasion I have brought your greetings and an expression i 
of friendship. without exception tho reopens o has been enthusiastically friendly. j 

We have not encountered a single instances of hostility or* resentment. j 

Ths people of the USSR are consumed with a burning desire for peace. Tho j 

strength of this emotion cannot bo overemphasised. It is equally strong at ail 1 

levels, in and out of govomaent. ■ 

j 

The nuclear toot agreement yust' signed has been received with universal ! 
approval here. I would strongly urgo that, in tho light of current attitudes, j 

©very resource b© utilised to reach tho people of tho Soviot Union with tho mesa ago j 

that the American people want peace and friendship, and that tho President of tho ! 

United States is a groat loador for peace. i 


People here have been so conditioned that they quite honestly find it hard 
to believe that tho ^ruling classes** of the U.S. really want peaco. Therefore 
any progress we can make along this line, especially at this time — when they are 
pi’inting lengthy quotes from tho President of tho United States — con bring 
nothing but positive advantage. 


If the U.S. Sgnato is to bo at all Sticky about ratifying tho agreement,, 
intensive effort should b© made to explain our procedures and to make clear that any 
such stickiness docs not neon that tho American people or tho American government 
ai'o any less interested in peaco. Tho Soviet people will react negatively to 
anything short of quick end widespread' support for that they regard as an important 
step toward peace. Among tho' people, to whom memories of Nasi occupation end 
destruction aro still very real, th© da sire for peaco io al l -oo nouain g, and other 
things are secondary. e>~. . . 
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citi^ns if^d^ r SU } t3t 3OVi0t 

“men noro receptive.' I h/wr* proua or it, und tholr attitudo ia 

visitors to the U.S„, both the ^ e6nd 

x bollovo wo ought to liberalise our vloitor mi,? 7 onidouo to cono. 

Kir z toKSwSS* 1 *"* * o» 

- ooum sito «■*«» * «*. I's^riSotrs*' - 

Agriculture 

reault in a diet too high in coreal^ md o^ar!^ 0 ^ 0 “** theSO deficlcaoico 

theeo llT aubetantlGl SSd ^ D h ° St ° *“* 10 offor » «* d 

mechanization end improved sodmd cultum^n^M^ genera13 ^ ^ ^raa of 
T]io "Mew Lands" policy, that brought 80 to lon^trif 63 0114 iEproVGd Tielde. 
production U, on baSlco, a S £ int « 

W5 ra P id ^ increased production of field ci^e^ innediato pui^so - which 

ataost d l^lTT^T^^Tto^Z, > *«» tho Stato'pays 

people are not iSdS ?h "ovortheloM, tho 

our standards, ' ^ ^ ck P™»*ta «•* variety according to 

ia bottS t^r^^^airo^zr 1 ^ fan “ » *« ^ 

over-all production. But it coco indlcate^ootmitl °^ S coursa J- reflect 

lend itself readily to r©?uLmentation but W J AgricultUro d oes not 

error, and strong tmnhoSf^n w /J* 7 dogged P®rsiotence, 'trial and 

bonuses on a "piece worlc” basin of ^ vos (incentives of position, of cash, of 

seem to be evolving a fairly successful paSo^ 37 ^ 0 ^ 21 ? 1 } sanctlona )» they 
match the results vo ret from thl ?! +f U ®”V 1x1 J^^cnt it will never 
initiative t^t ^hSxcSiS «£ f™?w ° f ownership and • 

labor*, and — at present — relatively^ limit ®^ tc!7l V EUt the3r have abunda »t 
Accord In <y1lv -if k 1L . r Qly Ximxtod dcni2ndi3 as consuiaers- 

continue to bo inamoiont bv^^^t 3 *'?^ 0 SOTlBt agrioulturo could 

Sh iwSS. u SKtSfS.t’S 

» con. Ua could find thS. ocvpoting^K teSEdS^? " 

So mq HlghUghta on Kbruohchav Qonformoa rd^..<i„ follK; 

1- \^sss%^ srsts rsss xr m “ d , 

Ho «t. to buy nunbrouo Pl nnto 
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to produce roro food. K ° i0 * haV0 cflcush rocke ^ vo xsat - 

3- X* reacted positively to expanded, eocchcnso prosxusu 

ss-SiSSr - 
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